Our description starts on the cycle path facing eastwards besides Wentworth
Drive with your back to the subway and car park.

7 Graze Hill
This circular ride takes in the pretty
country on the northern edge of Bedford.
From Graze Hill there are good views of
Bedford and the countryside beyond. The
ride is readily accessible by bike from the
northern suburbs of Bedford and from
elsewhere in the town by Ride 5. There is
an optional extension (of 5 miles) to
Thurleigh and back. The route can be
extended beyond Thurleigh to access the
Ouse Valley Rides (10, 11 and 12). People
coming by car can park in the Mowsbury
Park car park on Wentwoth Drive. The
start is to the east, just beyond the big
hedge which runs down to Putnoe Wood.

CIRCULAR TOUR STARTING AT MOWSBURY PARK
#

6.5 Miles
MODERATE
PUBS

The Jackal, Thurleigh
Blacksmiths Arms
Ravensden Crossroads

TEAS &
SNACKS

Thurleigh Farm Centre

Follow the path all the way to the end of Wentworth Drive and round
the corner into Hookhams Lane, Renhold, where you rejoin the road.
Take the first left, signposted Ravensden and Thurleigh.
At the end of this lane is a shop which is always open, they sell sweets and fruit,
etc.
#
Turn right and then left into Butler Street. Continue along here until
the first left turn which is a single track road called Wood End. Follow
this little lane, walking up the hill if you wish.
Enjoy the views from the top (Graze Hill), particularly the extensive ones
southwards over Bedford.
#
Continue to the end where you join the B660. Turn right and come
down Cleat Hill with care. At the traffic lights for the crossing, peel
off onto the cycle track which takes you into Mowsbury Park.
#
Follow the marked cycleway back through the park to where you
started.

OFF-ROAD DIVERSIONS
These are only suitable in dry weather, but you may wish to follow the
bridleway up past the eastern edge of Putnoe Wood. At the corner of the
wood either turn right to follow the brook and then cut through into
Hookhams Lane, or continue straight on. In both cases turn left at the
road and you’ll be back on the route.

OPTIONAL EXTENSION TO THURLEIGH
This adds 5 miles to the basic route, i.e. a total distance of 11.5 miles.
#
Instead of turning left into the single track road called wood Lane,
continue straight on for a couple of miles. Turn right at the Tjunction.
Note the tower of the old windmill straight ahead.
#
Go straight through Thurleigh village and turn right about half a mile
beyond (signposted to Bedford).
If you fancy a cup of tea ignore this turn for the moment and continue for a
further half mile or so to The Thurleigh Farm Centre (open all year). Return and
take the left turn for Bedford.
#
Go left at the next T-junction and then next right into Wood End.
You are now back on the basic route.

CONNECTIONS
Ride 5
Rides 10,
11 and 12

Three Parks. Provides easy access to the start of this

ride from the rest of the town.
Ouse Valley Rides. By following the directions to the
T-junction at Thurleigh windmill and turning left (not
right), you can easily reach Sharnbrook (Ride 12) and
from there the other rides in the Ouse Valley (see Ride 12
Connections for details). Indeed by linking all these rides
together you can enjoy a long circular ride all the way
back to Bedford, 30-35 miles depending on the options
chosen. Something to aim for!

